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"VOLUNTEERS' CAMP AND FIELD BOOK"  
 

[Volunteers' Camp and Field Book, Containing Useful and General 
Information on the Art and Science of War for the Leisure Moments of the 
Soldier  by John P. Curry, compiled and edited by William B. Sargeant 

and John W. Brinsfield (Mercer University Press, 2010).  

 
 With the outbreak of the Civil War, manuals and guidebooks for 

soldiers were highly 
sought after items. 
John P. Curry's 
Volunteers' Camp 
and Field Book 
was a bit unusual in 
that it was popular 
in both sections, 
perhaps even more 
so in the South. 
Originally published 
in New York in 
1861, the Richmond 
publisher West and 
Johnston reissued 
the book the 
following year. This 
1862 southern 
edition is quite rare, 
but William B. 
Sargeant (co-editor 
with John W. 
Brinsfield of the 
new annotated 
edition reviewed 

here) discovered a copy in an old suitcase belonging to his great-great-
grandfather and submitted it to Mercer University Press for republication. 
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Lexington, SC 29073 
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Dr. John Brinsfield 
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Winner of the S. A. Cunningham  Newsletter Award  
Camps with over 50 members 

 
2007 SCV National Convention - Mobile, Alabama 

2006 SCV National Convention - New Orleans, Louisiana 
2004 SCV National Convention - Dalton, Georgia 

2003 SCV National Convention - Asheville, North Carolina 
2002 SCV National Convention - Memphis, Tennessee 

Winner of the Ambrose Gonzales Newsletter Award 
  

Second Place Electronic Distribution 2009 S.C. SCV Convention - Anderson 
First Place-Electronic Distribution 2008 S.C. SCV Convention - Lexington 

First Place-Electronic Distribution 2007 S.C. SCV Convention - Mount Pleasant 
First Place-Electronic Distribution 2006 S.C. SCV Convention - Beaufort 
First Place-Electronic Distribution 2005 S.C. SCV Convention - Florence 

First Place  2004 S. C. SCV State Convention - Greenville 
Second Place 2003 S. C.  SCV State Convention - Mount Pleasant 

First Place  2002 S. C. SCV State Convention - Aiken 

2010 Officers 
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Lt. Commander 
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Adjutant 
Ray Craig 

Adjutant@15thregtscvols.org 
 

Chaplain 
Larry Black 

Chaplain@15thregtscvols.org 
 

Judge Advocate 
E. M. Clark, Jr 

 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Steve Wolfe 
Editor@15thregtscvols.org 

 
 

Member - at– Large 
Bobby Frye  

 
Color Sergeant 
Francis A. Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ask about how you can become a 
South Carolina 

Guardian 
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15th Regiment South Carolina Volunteers  
SCV Camp 51 

2010 Christmas Gala 
Saturday, December 11th, 6:30 PM 

Red Bank Community Center 
Red Bank, SC 

Special Guest Speaker 
John Sherrer 

Historic Columbia Foundation  
Mr. Sherrer’s topic for the evening will be 

Antebellum food ways and dining customs of the  
South Carolina Fall Line and Backcountry 

 
RSVP is requested by Thursday, December 2nd 

$10 for adults 
$5 for children under 12 
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The Columbia Area Chapters of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy  

Cordially invite you to 
 

A Memorial Service to Honor the  
Signers of the Ordinance of Secession 

 
December 5, 2010 

3:00pm 
South Carolina State Archives and History Auditorium 

8301 Parklane Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 

 
Special Music by Mr. Stan Clardy 

Featured speaker Mr. Joe Long of the South Carolina Relic Room 
and Military Museum  

There will be a Roll Call of Districts and  
The Signers of the Ordinance of Secession   

 
Reception Immediately Following 

With  
The Ordinance of Secession on exhibit 

 
Sunday attire or period dress requested 
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Solomon-Tenenbaum Lecture 2010 
Prof. Jonathan D. Sarna 

Director 
Hornstein Program in Jewish Professional Leadership 

Brandeis University 
 
 

"Ulysses S. Grant and the Jews: An Untold Story" 
October 26th, 8:00 p.m. 

Gambrell Auditorium, 1st Floor 
*Free and Open to the Public* 

 
 

 
Lecture Description: 
On December 17, 1862, as the Civil War entered its second winter, General Ulysses S. 
Grant issued a sweeping order, General Orders #11, expelling "Jews as a class" from his 
war zone. It remains the most notorious anti-Jewish official order in American history. 
The order came back to haunt Grant in 1868 when he ran for president. Never before 
had Jews been so widely noticed in a presidential contest, and never before had they 
been confronted so publicly with the question of how to balance their "American" and 
"Jewish" interests. During his two terms in the White House, the memory of the 
"obnoxious order" shaped Grant's relationship with the American Jewish community. 
Surprisingly, he did more for Jews than any other president to his time. How this 
happened, and why, sheds new light on one of our most enigmatic presidents, on the 
Jews of his day, and on America itself. 
 

 
Jonathan D. Sarna, Guest Lecturer: 
Dr. Jonathan Sarna is the Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun Professor 
of American Jewish History at Brandeis University and Director 
of its Hornstein Jewish Professional Leadership Program. 
Dubbed by the Forward newspaper in 2004 as one of America's 
fifty most influential American Jews, he was Chief Historian for 
the 350th commemoration of the American Jewish community, 
and is recognized as a leading commentator on American Jewish 
history, religion and life.  
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Commander’s Comments 
Commander’s Comments 
October 2010 
 
Compatriots, 
 
 I hope this finds you all well. At our last meeting we had 
Wade Hampton Dorsey from SC Archives and History as our 
speaker. His topic was “The Confederate Historian” and it was 
very educational.  
 
 With the end of Summer and the beginning of the school 
year, we have seen a drop in attendance. While we understand 
work commitments and family activities keeping us away at times, it does make it 
harder for us to keep excellent speakers coming each month. We need you at your 
Camp’s monthly meeting. We all joined this organization to honor the memories of our 
ancestors. It is now up to you to keep this commitment. 
 
 The camp is going to purchase an auto dialer to automatically call our members 
and remind them of the upcoming meeting, each month. Hopefully this will help us 
remember to come and bring our numbers back up. 
 
 We talked a little about our Christmas Gala coming up. I informed the members 
that I was going to extend an invitation to the Quattlebaum Camp in Batesburg to attend 
again this year.  
 
 Our next meeting will be on October 28, and our speaker will be Dr. John 
Brinsfield. His topic will be on the Volunteers’ Camp and Field Book. Dr. Brinsfield has 
been extremely busy with his job in the military traveling all over the world. We are 
very lucky to be able to have him with us this month. 
 
 I am looking forward to seeing y’all there.    
 

Allen Frye 
Commander 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
October 2010 

A Chaplain Reports: the Fall of Atlanta, 2 
September 1864. 

Chaplain Thomas H. Deavenport, 3rd 
Tennessee Infantry Regiment 

Army of Tennessee 
 
 Thomas H. Deavenport was born in Giles County near 
Pulaski, Tennessee in 1835. His mother was a member of the 
Primitive Baptist Church, but allowed her son to attend a Methodist Sunday School. Thomas determined to 
study for the ministry and was received into the Memphis Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, while still in his early twenties. He served as pastor of the Cageville Circuit and then, in 1860, as pastor 
of the Pototoc Church in the Aberdeen District. Leaving his church, he enlisted as a private in Company A, 3rd 
Tennessee Infantry Regiment, in September of 1861. He was captured at Fort Donelson, Tennessee, in February 
of 1862. After he was exchanged, he was appointed Chaplain of the 3rd Tennessee Infantry Regiment with an 
effective date of 18 November 1862. He resigned on 7 April 1863 and was furloughed four days later. 
Deavenport returned to the regiment on 25 January 1864 at Dalton, Georgia. His report of the fall of Atlanta 
reflected great personal anguish, yet admiration as well for the barefoot Confederate soldiers who were his 
companions. Chaplain Deavenport remained with his regiment until it surrendered at Greensboro, North 
Carolina in 1865.   
 
 We remained near Atlanta till 31st Aug.  Around that city we lost many brave men.  It was a dreadful 
time and yet our boys held up bravely.  At last we had to leave, marched down to Jones Borough, twenty-two 
miles, and fought a battle the same day.  There we lost Lt. Col. C.  J. Clack, and many more.  We gained 
nothing.  Early next morning we started back, bivouacked for the night in a few miles of Atlanta.  It became 
necessary to evacuate the place and at daylight we began the march, and on the 3rd Sept. bivouacked near 
Lovejoy.  Hardee’s Corps in the meantime had another desperate engagement which resulted in a drawn battle 
though the enemy’s loss was much heavier than ours.  On the night of the 4th the enemy began to fall back, 
which they continued till they reached Atlanta.  Thus ended the Summer Campaign.  An Armistice of ten days 
was agreed upon that the citizens of Atlanta might be sent through the lines.  Here was a piece of Heartless 
cruelty.  There seems to be no deed too base or cruel for a Yankee.  Gen. Sherman had without warning shelled 
the city more than a month destroying a vast amount of property and many lives and when he gained possession 
of it immediately ordered every man woman and child to leave, and also all living in five miles of the R.R. in 
the rear, thus several thousand women and children were turned out of their homes, driven away from all they 
possessed and cast upon the charities of the world.  How shall that base man answer for all his dark deeds.  The 
campaign just closed has been the most arduous of the war.  For four months we listened daily to the roar of 
cannon and rattle of musketry.  All day, all night the leaden messengers were flying around us.  It seems 
incredible that men could endure so much.  Cheerfully each labor was performed, each danger met.  True many 
looked worn and haggard but still their spirit was unbroken.  We rested a few days and again took up the line of 
march and are now fortifying near Palmetto on the W.P.R.R.  
 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Good  day to all, 
 
 
 Good day to all.  We are fast approaching November already.  With our Christmas Dinner arriving, we 
will be presenting the new president of the Louisa McCord Chapter. I am truly honored to have been able to 
have served as president of the chapter for seven years.  Camp 51 is a wonderful SCV Camp and has always 
most graciously assisted us in every way and allowed us to participate in any Camp function.   
 The Chapter, along with some of our Camp family members, will again provide side dishes, 
decorations, door prizes and other goodies for the Christmas dinner.  I heard we will have a “special” guest 
again which is always a wonderful event.   
 I was speaking with one of my co-workers last week, who is South Carolina born and raised, and from 
a long family of South Carolinians, about history and things of interest.  Staci is one of preservation planners at 
the City and worked with the relic room on many things.  One of her college research papers was on the Grand 
Bazaar at the South Carolina State House.  Some of you may remember that we had Dr. John Moore speak to us 
on this a few years back.  It is a very important event to SC, however sadly not that much is written or known of 
it.  Staci did share some of her information and I would like to share it with you for this month as we go into the 
holiday season and the sesquicentennial for South Carolina.   
 As always, I wish everyone the best of health and that all your dreams and wishes may come true.  Let 
us remember those who are less fortunate than us in health and in general; and remember those brave soldiers 
who serve us and protect us each day.  Keep family, friends and all who have passed on but we hold dear in our 
hearts and prayers each day.  
 
 
Bazaar at the State House 
 

Columbia and Richland County, John Hammond Moore 
 
p. 198-verbatim 
As far as Richland County residents were concerned, the opening months of 1865 were dominated by two 
memorable events-a gigantic bazaar at the old State House and the invasion of Yankee hordes led by General 
Sherman.  The first, a breath-taking, three-day extravaganza, required almost as much organization and 
planning as the second.  As early as November of 1864, Grace Elmore was soliciting contributions and making 
tobacco bags for this state-wide benefit for Confederate hospitals.  Her mother remarked that their household 
was “bazaar” mad, and during the weeks that followed the madness continued to mount.  On 4 January 1865, 
she wrote in her diary that nearly every home in Columbia was in a state of frenzy concerning the upcoming 
bazaar. 
 

How strangely is the serious and the gay intermingled in our life, one moment gloomily 
considering the many chances of Yankee rule and the next looking with equally anxious earnestness 
after the pleasures and interests of the Bazaar.  For with the Yankees almost at our doors, we still think 
of, work for and cheer our soldiers, sick and wounded in the hospitals.  Money is scarce, so we will 
have a Fair to which the whole State is contributing.  Each house has its corner to which tobacco bags, 
cloth babies, cushions, all odds and ends that can be raked or scraped from our needs, is consigned, 
there to rest until the great day when they will appear in the State House to tempt the fancy of every 
true Confederate.  Since early November we’ve been ransacking the house for scraps, and bemoaning 
our extravagance in the first years of the war, in using up most of our material in foolishness for the 

(Continued on page 9) 

A few words from the President of the Louisa McCord Chapter 
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soldiers.  I remember cutting up two pretty dresses, and spending a lot of money on tassels, to make a 
lot of smoking caps for Captain Hoke’s company.  I presented them myself and was immensely pleased 
when the men whirled them around their heads and gave three cheers for ‘the ladies.’ 

 
Now, she sighed, she wished she had those dresses to help sick, brave men really in need. 
 
199- verbatim 

But to the bazaar.  On 17 January the old State House, with chairs removed and its walls draped and 
decorated, became a sea of color.  Banners such as “Don’t Give up the Ship,” “God Save Our State,” and 
“Contribute to the Comfort of our Sick and Wounded Soldiers” floated over tables laden with food, toys, 
pictures, embroidered cushions, trinkets, and other odds and ends, some of them brought to town by railroads 
free of charge.  The hall was open each afternoon and evening (admission one dollar), and the Daily South 
Carolinian reported 3,800 tickets were “taken up” the first day.  The only discordant note, this paper said, was 
“a hundred or more rude boys” who, in packs of a dozen or so, dashed about tearing dresses and causing panic.  
Real coffee was drunk by the gallon, and all eyes were on a handsome wax doll from England that had the place 
of honor on the speaker’s desk.  In the words of Grace Elmore, “We were a gay crowd, every body left his bad 
spirits and anxiety at the door, and if Sherman was mentioned ‘twas in a most casual way, nobody had time for 
blues, we jostled each other, laughed, quarreled, made fun and forgot for a time that the battle for home and 
fireside was soon to commence again.” 
 Each Confederate state had a table named in its honor, and three of them offered restaurant fare.  The 
Louisiana menu, startling in its complexity in either peace or or war, must have attracted considerable attention: 
mock turtle soup, oyster soup, gumbo, roast turkey, boned turkey, daubed tongue, daubed beef, roast ham, 
partridge stuffed with artichokes, vol-au-vent of chicken, pork pie, chicken pie, oysters, chicken salad, giblet 
patties, mayonnaise, stuffed eggs a la Creole, French rolls, crackers, coffee, tea, six kinds of cake (black, jelly, 
sponge, pound, ginger, and ground-nut), doughnuts, trifle, jelly, blanc-mange, charlotte russe, custard, syllabub, 
and meringue. After three days, the remaining food and goodies were taken to the town hall, together with 
items that arrived late from various parts of the state, and the fun continued.  Just how much money was made 
and how it was disbursed is not known.  The Daily South Carolinian (20 January 1865) estimated each table 
took in $10,000-$20,000; however, the records of Columbia’s Wayside Hospital indicate it received only 
$24,936.50 from this three-day benefit. 
 
 

H e r i t a g e  o f  W o e :  T h e  C i v i l  W a r  D i a r y  o f  
G r a c e  B r o w n  E l m o r e ,  1 8 6 1 - 1 8 6 8  

 
80- 
Nov. 22, 1864 
I have commenced by bags for the bazaar.  Every body is so interested.  This house Mother says is bazaar mad.  
I thought I had nothing, but by begging and searching diligently every nook and corner of my own I have 
collected quite a respectable batch of scraps.  I wonder where the next supply is to come from.  How 
improvident we were the first year of the war giving away and cutting up things that are now most woefully 
needed, who thought four years would still find us no armies with no prospect of peace. 
 
 
p. 93 
Feb. 7th, 1865- 
The Bazaar, long worked for, long expected is among the things that were.  Notwithstanding the rains, the 
floods the sweeping away of hail wads and the steady approach of the Yankee, it existed and after 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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accomplishing it’s end has past away.  None but those who have lived in times like ours can understand the 
strange varieties of this life.  The gay and tragic so closely intertwined, the utter abandonment of ones self to 
the pleasure of the present, when any brightness lightens our darkness the shutting out for the time the horrors 
that surround us. 
 
If an entire stranger to all our circumstances had stepped into those halls, how little would he have guessed of 
the state of our country.  On each side of the hall he could have seen booths, draped in the gayest colors red and 
white or blue, garlanded with evergreens, and filled with all sorts of nick nacks, and at the head of the room 
how astonished he would be on looking up from the half circle around the handsome speakers desk, (a space so 
covered with valuables as that one could scarcely make choice,) how astonished he would be to see resting 
beneath our own dear Palmetto, the object of all this display, “A tribute to our sick and wounded soldiers.”  He 
would look upon the gay crowd in utter amazement, ever increasing as he would learn the story of our warfare, 
and our sufferings.  As he passes to each tent and recognizes, the shield of each state that the table represents, 
standing alone and entire but yet working for a common end, I wonder if the doctrine of States Rights and State 
Sovreignty would not strike him as being a feeling that could (94)never be irradicated.  And each table had 
something costly, one a handsome crape shawl given by Mrs. Gen. Joe Johnston, another a silver ladle, another 
a beautiful brooch, plenty of showy worsted work, some paintings, good deal of clothing, doll babies and toys 
just from Europe; scattered here and there, knives, scissors, needles & thread, that had run the blockade.  Any 
quantity of cloth dolls, home manufacture, and home toys of all sorts.  It does seem we will never reach the end 
of our stores, ‘twas truly astonishing how much was there in the shape of nick nacks and eatables.  Everybody 
left bad spirits…(repeated above in Moore’s version) 
 
94- 
Mally Howell was very gay the last two nights at the Bazaar, both tongue and pocket were unloosed, and he 
spent a fortune in treating us to ice cream and sherbert.  He is getting up in impudence too, told me I left all my 
liberality at home and became stingy as soon as I waited in the restaurant.  That was because I made him pay 
for his supper, and also because I told him the other day he was whipped, for he was so gloomy… 
 
What a queer party we were at the hall last night, Maj. [Banad?], Walter, Mally, the Snowdens & ourselves, all 
counting our gains of the night by one candle, and every now and then sending an unfortunate gentleman to see 
if the carriage had arrived, with what charming alacrity did Walter at last announce the intelligence, and then as 
t’was raining the Snowdens had to be sent home.  And we did not leave the hall till 11 ½.  Poor little Mrs. 
Issabella shall I ever forget her small figure running around and being busy with nothing, never having time to 
eat any thing but a dry crust or take a hasty cup of coffee. So gentle, so good…How funnily she would dart in 
and get a supper for one of her five hundred waiters, Sister Ellen looking on with the most austere dignity at an 
infringement of her rights daring to remonstrate now and then when the salad bowl was low and she wanted 
each saucer to pay-but when brick meets brick then comes &c. and Miss Amie was not to be out generaled by 
Ellen Elmore.  I wonder what new excitement Miss Amie will now have, on What will she expend herself next.  
The Bazaar is done. 
 
 
Women in the Civil War  
 
p. 38- 
A Chicago fair netted $100,000 for the Northwestern Sanitary Commission’s war work. Others in 
the north emulated this though non had quite the success as Chicago. 
 “Southern fairs were of necessity smaller but along with benefit performances, tableaux, 
raffles, and bazaars were amazingly successful.  Less than a month before Sherman marched into 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 24) 
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President Jackson's Proclamation Regarding Nullification, 
December 10, 1832 

 
Whereas a convention, assembled in the State of South Carolina, have passed an ordinance, by which they 

declare that the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, purporting to be laws for the 
imposing of duties and imposts on the importation of foreign commodities, and now having actual operation 
and effect within the United States, and more especially "two acts for the same purposes, passed on the 29th of 
May, 1828, and on the 14th of July, 1832, are unauthorized by the Constitution of the United States, and violate 
the true meaning and intent thereof, and are null and void, and no law," nor binding on the citizens of that State 
or its officers, and by the said ordinance it is further declared to he unlawful for any of the constituted 
authorities of the State, or of the United States, to enforce the payment of the duties imposed by the said acts 
within the same State, and that it is the duty of the legislature to pass such laws as may be necessary to give full 
effect to the said ordinances:  

And whereas, by the said ordinance it is further ordained, that, in no case of law or equity, decided in the 
courts of said State, wherein shall be drawn in question the validity of the said ordinance, or of the acts of the 
legislature that may be passed to give it effect, or of the said laws of the United States, no appeal shall be 
allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, nor shall any copy of the record be permitted or allowed for 
that purpose; and that any person attempting to take such appeal, shall be punished as for a contempt of court:  

And, finally, the said ordinance declares that the people of South Carolina will maintain the said ordinance 
at every hazard, and that they will consider the passage of any act by Congress abolishing or closing the ports 
of the said State, or otherwise obstructing the free ingress or egress of vessels to and from the said ports, or any 
other act of the Federal Government to coerce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or harass her commerce, or 
to enforce the said acts otherwise than through the civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the longer 
continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and that the people of the said State will thenceforth hold 
themselves absolved from all further obligation to maintain or preserve their political connection with the 
people of the other States, and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate government, and do all other acts 
and things which sovereign and independent States may of right do.  

And whereas the said ordinance prescribes to the people of South Carolina a course of conduct in direct 
violation of their duty as citizens of the United States, contrary to the laws of their country, subversive of its 
Constitution, and having for its object the instruction of the Union-that Union, which, coeval with our political 
existence, led our fathers, without any other ties to unite them than those of patriotism and common cause, 
through the sanguinary struggle to a glorious independence-that sacred Union, hitherto inviolate, which, 
perfected by our happy Constitution, has brought us, by the favor of Heaven, to a state of prosperity at home, 
and high consideration abroad, rarely, if ever, equaled in the history of nations; to preserve this bond of our 
political existence from destruction, to maintain inviolate this state of national honor and prosperity, and to 
justify the confidence my fellow-citizens have reposed in me, I, Andrew Jackson, President of the United 
States, have thought proper to issue this my PROCLAMATION, stating my views of the Constitution and laws 
applicable to the measures adopted by the Convention of South Carolina, and to the reasons they have put forth 
to sustain them, declaring the course which duty will require me to pursue, and, appealing to the understanding 
and patriotism of the people, warn them of the consequences that must inevitably result from an observance of 

(Continued on page 12) 
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the dictates of the Convention.  
Strict duty would require of me nothing more than the exercise of those powers with which I am now, or 

may hereafter be, invested, for preserving the Union, and for the execution of the laws. But the imposing aspect 
which opposition has assumed in this case, by clothing itself with State authority, and the deep interest which 
the people of the United States must all feel in preventing a resort to stronger measures, while there is a hope 
that anything will be yielded to reasoning and remonstrances, perhaps demand, and will certainly justify, a full 
exposition to South Carolina and the nation of the views I entertain of this important question, as well as a 
distinct enunciation of the course which my sense of duty will require me to pursue.  

The ordinance is founded, not on the indefeasible right of resisting acts which are plainly unconstitutional, 
and too oppressive to be endured, but on the strange position that any one State may not only declare an act of 
Congress void, but prohibit its execution- that they may do this consistently with the Constitution-that the true 
construction of that instrument permits a State to retain its place in the Union, and yet be bound by no other of 
its laws than those it may choose to consider as constitutional. It is true they add, that to justify this abrogation 
of a law, it must be palpably contrary to the Constitution, but it is evident, that to give the right of resisting laws 
of that description, coupled with the uncontrolled right to decide what laws deserve that character, is to give the 
power of resisting all laws. For, as by the theory, there is no appeal, the reasons alleged by the State, good or 
bad, must prevail. If it should be said that public opinion is a sufficient check against the abuse of this power, it 
may be asked why it is not deemed a sufficient guard against the passage of an unconstitutional act by 
Congress. There is, however, a restraint in this last case, which makes the assumed power of a State more 
indefensible, and which does not exist in the other. There are two appeals from an unconstitutional act passed 
by Congress-one to the judiciary, the other to the people and the States. There is no appeal from the State 
decision in theory; and the practical illustration shows that the courts are closed against an application to review 
it, both judges and jurors being sworn to decide in its favor. But reasoning on this subject is superfluous, when 
our social compact in express terms declares, that the laws of the United States, its Constitution, and treaties 
made under it, are the supreme law of the land; and for greater caution adds, "that the judges in every State shall 
be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding." And it 
may be asserted, without fear of refutation, that no federative government could exist without a similar 
provision. Look, for a moment, to the consequence. If South Carolina considers the revenue laws 
unconstitutional, and has a right to prevent their execution in the port of Charleston, there would be a clear 
constitutional objection to their collection in every other port, and no revenue could be collected anywhere; for 
all imposts must be equal. It is no answer to repeat that an unconstitutional law is no law, so long as the 
question of its legality is to be decided by the State itself, for every law operating injuriously upon any local 
interest will be perhaps thought, and certainly represented, as unconstitutional, and, as has been shown, there is 
no appeal.  

If this doctrine had been established at an earlier day, the Union would have been dissolved in its infancy. 
The excise law in Pennsylvania, the embargo and non-intercourse law in the Eastern States, the carriage tax in 
Virginia, were all deemed unconstitutional, and were more unequal in their operation than any of the laws now 
complained of; but, fortunately, none of those States discovered that they had the right now claimed by South 
Carolina. The war into which we were forced, to support the dignity of the nation and the rights of our citizens, 
might have ended in defeat and disgrace instead of victory and honor, if the States, who supposed it a ruinous 
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and unconstitutional measure, had thought they possessed the right of nullifying the act by which it was 
declared, and denying supplies for its prosecution. Hardly and unequally as those measures bore upon several 
members of the Union, to the legislatures of none did this efficient and peaceable remedy, as it is called, 
suggest itself. The discovery of this important feature in our Constitution was reserved to the present day. To 
the statesmen of South Carolina belongs the invention, and upon the citizens of that State will, unfortunately, 
fall the evils of reducing it to practice.  

If the doctrine of a State veto upon the laws of the Union carries with it internal evidence of its 
impracticable absurdity, our constitutional history will also afford abundant proof that it would have been 
repudiated with indignation had it been proposed to form a feature in our Government.  
In our colonial state, although dependent on another power, we very early considered ourselves as connected by 
common interest with each other. Leagues were formed for common defense, and before the Declaration of 
Independence, we were known in our aggregate character as the United Colonies of America. That decisive and 
important step was taken jointly. We declared ourselves a nation by a joint, not by several acts; and when the 
terms of our confederation were reduced to form, it was in that of a solemn league of several States, by which 
they agreed that they would, collectively, form one nation, for the purpose of conducting some certain domestic 
concerns, and all foreign relations. In the instrument forming that Union, is found an article which declares that 
"every State shall abide by the determinations of Congress on all questions which by that Confederation should 
be submitted to them."  

Under the Confederation, then, no State could legally annul a decision of the Congress, or refuse to submit 
to its execution, but no provision was made to enforce these decisions. Congress made requisitions, but they 
were not complied with. The Government could not operate on individuals. They had no judiciary, no means of 
collecting revenue.  
But the defects of the Confederation need not be detailed. Under its operation we could scarcely be called a 
nation. We had neither prosperity at home nor consideration abroad. This state of things could not be endured, 
and our present happy Constitution was formed, but formed in vain, if this fatal doctrine prevails. It was formed 
for important objects that are announced in the preamble made in the name and by the authority of the people of 
the United States, whose delegates framed, and whose conventions approved it.  

The most important among these objects, that which is placed first in rank, on which all the others rest, is 
"to form a more perfect Union." Now, is it possible that, even if there were no express provision giving 
supremacy to the Constitution and laws of the United States over those of the States, it can be conceived that an 
Instrument made for the purpose of "forming; a more perfect Union" than that of the confederation, could be so 
constructed by the assembled wisdom of our country as to substitute for that confederation a form of 
government, dependent for its existence on the local interest, the party spirit of a State, or of a prevailing faction 
in a State? Every man, of plain, unsophisticated understanding, who hears the question, will give such an 
answer as will preserve the Union. Metaphysical subtlety, in pursuit of an impracticable theory, could alone 
have devised one that is calculated to destroy it.  

I consider, then, the power to annul a law of the United States, assumed by one State, incompatible with the 
existence of the Union, contradicted expressly by the letter of the Constitution, unauthorized by its spirit, 
inconsistent with every principle on which It was founded, and destructive of the great object for which it was 
formed.  
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Given the volume of useful information, tips, and 'tricks of the trade', the editors were surprised to find 
no evidence that Curry had ever actually served in the army (he had claimed antebellum service), 
leading readers to only guess at how the author obtained his body of knowledge. 
 
 Curry's field book covers a wide variety of subjects, from basic definitions and army 
regulations to personal advice, all written in an easygoing style that mixes formal and informal 
language. Undoubtedly, this ease of use made it popular with recruits of all education levels and those 
having no experience at all with military affairs. On the military side of things, entrenchments are 
discussed as well as the general equipment and tactics of the infantry, artillery, and cavalry arms. A 
broad range of basics, such as knowledge of military departments, uniforms, saluting, medical 
treatments, etc., are briefly summarized. As soldiers spent most of their time in camp, much of the 
book is devoted to camp organization, duties, inspections, health maintenance, and cooking. The 
manual of arms and company and regimental formations are also introduced to the novice soldier. 
 
 Editors Sargeant and Brinsfield left the author's text unchanged, but added their own preface, 
footnotes, bibliography, and index. The pair also contribute a lengthy appendix that provides 
background into what is known of Curry's life before and after the Civil War. 
 
 As one might expect given the limited expertise of the source and the state of medical science 
at the time, the quality of Curry's offerings range from the useful to the absurd. What Volunteers' 
Camp and Field Book does effectively convey to modern readers is insight into the type of 
information about army life that new recruits were exposed to and/or wished to learn before taking the 
field. Any reader interested in Civil War manuals and field guides will want a copy of Curry's book.  
 

http://cwba.blogspot.com/2010/04/curry-sargeant-brinsfield-eds.html 
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After this general view of the leading principle, we must examine the particular application of it which is 
made in the ordinance.  

The preamble rests its justification on these grounds: It assumes as a fact, that the obnoxious laws, although 
they purport to be laws for raising revenue, were in reality intended for the protection of manufactures, which 
purpose it asserts to be unconstitutional; that the operation of these laws is unequal, that the amount raised by 
them is greater than is required by the wants of the Government; and, finally, that the proceeds are to be applied 
to objects unauthorized by the Constitution. These are the only causes alleged to justify an open opposition to 
the laws of the country, and a threat of seceding from the Union, if any attempt should be made to enforce 
them. The first virtually acknowledges that the law in question was passed under a power expressly given by 
the Constitution, to lay and collect imposts, but its constitutionality is drawn in question from the motives of 
those who passed it. However apparent this purpose may be in the present case, nothing can be more dangerous 
than to admit the position that an unconstitutional purpose, entertained by the members who assent to a law 
enacted under a constitutional power, shall make that law void; for how is that purpose to be ascertained? Who 
is to make the scrutiny? How often may bad purposes be falsely imputed ? In how many cases are they 
concealed by false professions? In how many is no declaration of motive made? Admit this doctrine and you 
give to the States an uncontrolled right to decide, and every law may be annulled under this pretext. If, 
therefore, the absurd and dangerous doctrine should be admitted, that a State may annul an unconstitutional 
law, or one that it deems such, it will not apply to the present case.  

The next objection is, that the laws in question operate unequally. This objection may be made with truth to 
every law that has been or can be passed. The wisdom of man never yet contrived a system of taxation that 
would operate with perfect equality. If the unequal operation of a law makes it unconstitutional and if all laws 
of that description may be abrogated by any State for that cause, then, indeed, is the federal Constitution 
unworthy of the slightest effort for its preservation. We have hitherto relied on it as the perpetual bond of our 
Union. We have received it as the work of the assembled wisdom of the nation We have trusted to it as to the 
sheet-anchor of our safety, in the stormy times of conflict with a foreign or domestic foe. We have looked to it 
with sacred awe as the palladium of our liberties, and with all the solemnities of religion have pledged to each 
other our lives and fortunes here, and our hopes of happiness hereafter, in its defense and support. Were we 
mistaken, my countrymen, in attaching this importance to the Constitution of our country? Was our devotion 
paid to the wretched, inefficient, clumsy contrivance, which this new doctrine would make it? Did we pledge 
ourselves to the support of an airy nothing-a bubble that must be blown away by the first breath of disaffection? 
Was this self-destroying, visionary theory the work of the profound statesmen, the exalted patriots, to whom the 
task of constitutional reform was intrusted? Did the name of Washington sanction, did the States deliberately 
ratify, such an anomaly in the history of fundamental legislation? No. We were not mistaken. The letter of this 
great instrument is free from this radical fault; its language directly contradicts the imputation, its spirit, its 
evident intent, contradicts it. No, we did not err. Our Constitution does not contain the absurdity of giving 
power to make laws, and another power to resist them. The sages, whose memory will always be reverenced, 
have given us a practical, and, as they hoped, a permanent constitutional compact. The Father of his Country 
did not affix his revered name to so palpable an absurdity. Nor did the States, when they severally ratified it, do 
so under the impression that a veto on the laws of the United States was reserved to them, or that they could 
exercise it by application. Search the debates in all their conventions-examine the speeches of the most zealous 
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opposers of federal authority-look at the amendments that were proposed. They are all silent--not a syllable 
uttered, not a vote given, not a motion made, to correct the explicit supremacy given to the laws of the Union 
over those of the States, or to show that implication, as is now contended, could defeat it. No, we have not 
erred! The Constitution is still the object of our reverence, the bond of our Union, our defense in danger, the 
source of our prosperity in peace. It shall descend, as we have received it, uncorrupted by sophistical 
construction to our posterity; and the sacrifices of local interest, of State prejudices, of personal animosities, 
that were made to bring it into existence, will again be patriotically offered for its support.  

The two remaining objections made by the ordinance to these laws are, that the sums intended to be raised 
by them are greater than are required, and that the proceeds will be unconstitutionally employed. The 
Constitution has given expressly to Congress the right of raising revenue, and of determining the sum the public 
exigencies will require. The States have no control over the exercise of this right other than that which results 
from the power of changing the representatives who abuse it, and thus procure redress. Congress may 
undoubtedly abuse this discretionary power, but the same may be said of others with which they are vested. Yet 
the discretion must exist somewhere. The Constitution has given it to the representatives of all the people, 
checked by the representatives of the States, and by the executive power. The South Carolina construction gives 
it to the legislature, or the convention of a single State, where neither the people of the different States, nor the 
States in their separate capacity, nor the chief magistrate elected by the people, have any representation. Which 
is the most discreet disposition of the power? I do not ask you, fellow-citizens, which is the constitutional 
disposition-that instrument speaks a language not to be misunderstood. But if you were assembled in general 
convention, which would you think the safest depository of this discretionary power in the last resort? Would 
you add a clause giving it to each of the States, or would you sanction the wise provisions already made by your 
Constitution? If this should be the result of your deliberations when providing for the future, are you-can you-
be ready to risk all that we hold dear, to establish, for a temporary and a local purpose, that which you must 
acknowledge to be destructive, and even absurd, as a general provision? Carry out the consequences of this 
right vested in the different States, and you must perceive that the crisis your conduct presents at this day would 
recur whenever any law of the United States displeased any of the States, and that we should soon cease to be a 
nation.  

The ordinance with the same knowledge of the future that characterizes a former objection, tells you that 
the proceeds of the tax will be unconstitutionally applied. If this could be ascertained with certainty, the 
objection would, with more propriety, be reserved for the law so applying the proceeds, but surely cannot be 
urged against the laws levying the duty.  

These are the allegations contained in the ordinance. Examine them seriously, my fellow-citizens-judge for 
yourselves. I appeal to you to determine whether they are so clear, so convincing, as to leave no doubt of their 
correctness, and even if you should come to this conclusion, how far they justify the reckless, destructive course 
which you are directed to pursue. Review these objections and the conclusions drawn from them once more. 
What are they! Every law, then, for raising revenue, according to the South Carolina ordinance, may be 
rightfully annulled, unless it be so framed as no law ever will or can be framed. Congress have a right to pass 
laws for raising revenue, and each State has a right to oppose their execution-two rights directly opposed to 
each other; and yet is this absurdity supposed to be contained in an instrument drawn for the express purpose of 
avoiding collisions between the States and the general government, by an assembly of the most enlightened 
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statesmen and purest patriots ever embodied for a similar purpose.  
In vain have these sages declared that Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, 

and excises-in vain have they provided that they shall have power to pass laws which shall be necessary and 
proper to carry those powers into execution, that those laws and that Constitution shall be the "supreme law of 
the land; that the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any State 
to the contrary notwithstanding." In vain have the people of the several States solemnly sanctioned these 
provisions, made them their paramount law, and individually sworn to support them whenever they were called 
on to execute any office..  

Vain provisions! Ineffectual restrictions! Vile profanation of oaths! Miserable mockery of legislation ! If a 
bare majority of the voters in any one State may, on a real or supposed knowledge of the intent with which a 
law has been passed, declare themselves free from its operation-say here it gives too little, there too much, and 
operates unequally-here it suffers articles to be free that ought to be taxed, there it taxes those that ought to be 
free-in this case the proceeds are intended to be applied to purposes which we do not approve, in that the 
amount raised is more than is wanted. Congress, it is true, are invested by the Constitution with the right of 
deciding these questions according to their sound discretion. Congress is composed of the representatives of all 
the States, and of all the people of all the states; but WE, part of the people of one State, to whom the 
Constitution has given no power on the subject from whom it has expressly taken it away-we, who have 
solemnly agreed that this Constitution shall be our law-we, most of whom have sworn to support it-we now 
abrogate this law, and swear, and force others to swear, that it shall not be obeyed-and we do this, not because 
Congress have no right to pass such laws; this we do not allege; but because they have passed them with 
improper views. They are unconstitutional from the motives of those who passed them, which we can never 
with certainty know, from their unequal operation; although it is impossible from the nature of things that they 
should be equal-and from the disposition which we presume may be made of their proceeds, although that 
disposition has not been declared. This is the plain meaning of the ordinance in relation to laws which it 
abrogates for alleged unconstitutionality. But it does not stop here. It repeals, in express terms, an important 
part of the Constitution itself, and of laws passed to give it effect, which have never been alleged to be 
unconstitutional. The Constitution declares that the judicial powers of the United States extend to cases arising 
under the laws of the United States, and that such laws, the Constitution and treaties, shall be paramount to the 
State constitutions and laws. The judiciary act prescribes the mode by which the case may be brought before a 
court of the United States, by appeal, when a State tribunal shall decide against this provision of the 
Constitution. The ordinance declares there shall be no appeal; makes the State law paramount to the 
Constitution and laws of the United States; forces judges and jurors to swear that they will disregard their 
provisions; and even makes it penal in a suitor to attempt relief by appeal. It further declares that it shall not be 
lawful for the authorities of the United States, or of that State, to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the 
revenue laws within its limits.  

Here is a law of the United States, not even pretended to be unconstitutional, repealed by the authority of a 
small majority of the voters of a single State. Here is a provision of the Constitution which is solemnly 
abrogated by the same authority.  

On such expositions and reasonings, the ordinance grounds not only an assertion of the right to annul the 
laws of which it complains, but to enforce it by a threat of seceding from the Union if any attempt is made to 
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execute them.  
This right to secede is deduced from the nature of the Constitution, which they say is a compact between 

sovereign States who have preserved their whole sovereignty, and therefore are subject to no superior; that 
because they made the compact, they can break it when in their opinion it has been departed from by the other 
States. Fallacious as this course of reasoning is, it enlists State pride, and finds advocates in the honest 
prejudices of those who have not studied the nature of our government sufficiently to see the radical error on 
which it rests.  

The people of the United States formed the Constitution, acting through the State legislatures, in making 
the compact, to meet and discuss its provisions, and acting in separate conventions when they ratified those 
provisions; but the terms used in its construction show it to be a government in which the people of all the 
States collectively are represented. We are ONE PEOPLE in the choice of the President and Vice President. 
Here the States have no other agency than to direct the mode in which the vote shall be given. The candidates 
having the majority of all the votes are chosen. The electors of a majority of States may have given their votes 
for one candidate, and yet another may be chosen. The people, then, and not the States, are represented in the 
executive branch.  

In the House of Representatives there is this difference, that the people of one State do not, as in the case of 
President and Vice President, all vote for all the members, each State electing only its own representatives. But 
this creates no material distinction. When chosen, they are all representatives of the United States, not 
representatives of the particular State from which they come. They are paid by the United States, not by the 
State; nor are they accountable to it for any act done in performance of their legislative functions; and however 
they may in practice, as it is their duty to do, consult and prefer the interests of their particular constituents 
when they come in conflict with any other partial or local interest, yet it is their first and highest duty, as 
representatives of the United States, to promote the general good.  

The Constitution of the United States, then, forms a government, not a league, and whether it be formed by 
compact between the States, or in any other manner, its character is the same. It is a government in which ale 
the people are represented, which operates directly on the people individually, not upon the States; they retained 
all the power they did not grant. But each State having expressly parted with so many powers as to constitute 
jointly with the other States a single nation, cannot from that period possess any right to secede, because such 
secession does not break a league, but destroys the unity of a nation, and any injury to that unity is not only a 
breach which would result from the contravention of a compact, but it is an offense against the whole Union. 
To say that any State may at pleasure secede from the Union, is to say that the United States are not a nation  

because it would be a solecism to contend that any part of a nation might dissolve its connection with the 
other parts, to their injury or ruin, without committing any offense. Secession, like any other revolutionary act, 
may be morally justified by the extremity of oppression; but to call it a constitutional right, is confounding the 
meaning of terms, and can only be done through gross error, or to deceive those who are willing to assert a 
right, but would pause before they made a revolution, or incur the penalties consequent upon a failure.  

Because the Union was formed by compact, it is said the parties to that compact may, when they feel 
themselves aggrieved, depart from it; but it is precisely because it is a compact that they cannot. A compact is 
an agreement or binding obligation. It may by its terms have a sanction or penalty for its breach, or it may not. 
If it contains no sanction, it may be broken with no other consequence than moral guilt; if it have a sanction, 
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then the breach incurs the designated or implied penalty. A league between independent nations, generally, has 
no sanction other than a moral one; or if it should contain a penalty, as there is no common superior, it cannot 
be enforced. A government, on the contrary, always has a sanction, express or implied; and, in our case, it is 
both necessarily implied and expressly given. An attempt by force of arms to destroy a government is an 
offense, by whatever means the constitutional compact may have been formed; and such government has the 
right, by the law of self-defense, to pass acts for punishing the offender, unless that right is modified, restrained, 
or resumed by the constitutional act. In our system, although it is modified in the case of treason, yet authority 
is expressly given to pass all laws necessary to carry its powers into effect, and under this grant provision has 
been made for punishing acts which obstruct the due administration of the laws.  

It would seem superfluous to add anything to show the nature of that union which connects us; but as 
erroneous opinions on this subject are the foundation of doctrines the most destructive to our peace, I must give 
some further development to my views on this subject. No one, fellow-citizens, has a higher reverence for the 
reserved rights of the States than the magistrate who now addresses you. No one would make greater personal 
sacrifices, or official exertions, to defend them from violation; but equal care must be taken to prevent, on their 
part, an improper interference with, or resumption of, the rights they have vested in the nation.  

The line has not been so distinctly drawn as to avoid doubts in some cases of the exercise of power. Men of 
the best intentions and soundest views may differ in their construction of some parts of the Constitution, but 
there are others on which dispassionate reflection can leave no doubt. Of this nature appears to be the assumed 
right of secession. It rests, as we have seen, on the alleged undivided sovereignty of the States, and on their 
having formed in this sovereign capacity a compact which is called the Constitution, from which, because they 
made it, they have the right to secede. Both of these positions are erroneous, and some of the arguments to 
prove them so have been anticipated.  

The States severally have not retained their entire sovereignty. It has been shown that in becoming parts of 
a nation, not members of a league, they surrendered many of their essential parts of sovereignty. The right to 
make treaties, declare war, levy taxes, exercise exclusive judicial and legislative powers, were all functions of 
sovereign power. The States, then, for all these important purposes, were no longer sovereign. The allegiance of 
their citizens was transferred in the first instance to the government of the United States; they became American 
citizens, and owed obedience to the Constitution of the United States, and to laws made in conformity with the 
powers vested in Congress. This last position has not been, and cannot be, denied. How then, can that State be 
said to be sovereign and independent whose citizens owe obedience to laws not made by it, and whose 
magistrates are sworn to disregard those laws, when they come in conflict with those passed by another? What 
shows conclusively that the States cannot be said to have reserved an undivided sovereignty, is that they 
expressly ceded the right to punish treason-not treason against their separate power, but treason against the 
United States. Treason is an offense against sovereignty, and sovereignty must reside with the power to punish 
it. But the reserved rights of the States are not less sacred because they have for their common interest made the 
general government the depository of these powers. The unity of our political character (as has been shown for 
another purpose) commenced with its very existence. Under the royal government we had no separate 
character; our opposition to its oppression began as UNITED COLONIES. We were the UNITED STATES 
under the Confederation, and the name was perpetuated and the Union rendered more perfect by the federal 
Constitution. In none of these stages did we consider ourselves in any other light than as forming one nation. 
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Treaties and alliances were made in the name of all. Troops were raised for the joint defense. How, then, with 
all these proofs, that under all changes of our position we had, for designated purposes and with defined 
powers, created national governments-how is it that the most perfect of these several modes of union should 
now be considered as a mere league that may be dissolved at pleasure ? It is from an abuse of terms. Compact is 
used as synonymous with league, although the true term is not employed, because it would at once show the 
fallacy of the reasoning. It would not do to say that our Constitution was only a league, but it is labored to prove 
it a compact (which, in one sense, it is), and then to argue that as a league is a compact, every compact between 
nations must, of course, be a league, and that from such an engagement every sovereign power has a right to 
recede. But it has been shown that in this sense the States are not sovereign, and that even if they were, and the 
national Constitution had been formed by compact, there would be no right in any one State to exonerate itself 
from the obligation.  

So obvious are the reasons which forbid this secession, that it is necessary only to allude to them. The 
Union was formed for the benefit of all. It was produced by mutual sacrifice of interest and opinions. Can those 
sacrifices be recalled? Can the States, who magnanimously surrendered their title to the territories of the West, 
recall the grant? Will the inhabitants of the inland States agree to pay the duties that may be imposed without 
their assent by those on the Atlantic or the Gulf, for their own benefit? Shall there be a free port in one State, 
and enormous duties in another? No one believes that any right exists in a single State to involve all the others 
in these and countless other evils, contrary to engagements solemnly made. Everyone must see that the other 
States, in self-defense, must oppose it at all hazards.  

These are the alternatives that are presented by the convention: A repeal of all the acts for raising revenue, 
leaving the government without the means of support; or an acquiescence in the dissolution of our Union by the 
secession of one of its members. When the first was proposed, it was known that it could not be listened to for a 
moment. It was known if force was applied to oppose the execution of the laws, that it must be repelled by 
force-that Congress could not, without involving itself in disgrace and the country in ruin, accede to the 
proposition; and yet if this is not done in a given day, or if any attempt is made to execute the laws, the State is, 
by the ordinance, declared to be out of the Union. The majority of a convention assembled for the purpose have 
dictated these terms, or rather this rejection of all terms, in the name of the people of South Carolina. It is true 
that the governor of the State speaks of the submission of their grievances to a convention of all the States; 
which, he says, they ''sincerely and anxiously seek and desire." Yet this obvious and constitutional mode of 
obtaining the sense of the other States on the construction of the federal compact, and amending it, if necessary, 
has never been attempted by those who have urged the State on to this destructive measure. The State might 
have proposed a call for a general convention to the other States, and Congress, if a sufficient number of them 
concurred, must have called it. But the first magistrate of South Carolina, when he expressed a hope that "on a 
review by Congress and the functionaries of the general government of the merits of the controversy,' such a 
convention will be accorded to them, must have known that neither Congress, nor any functionary in the 
general government, has authority to call such a convention, unless it be demanded by two-thirds of the States. 
This suggestion, then, is another instance of the reckless inattention to the provisions of the Constitution with 
which this crisis has been madly hurried on; or of the attempt to persuade the people that a constitutional 
remedy has been sought and refused. If the legislature of South Carolina "anxiously desire" a general 
convention to consider their complaints, why have they not made application for it in the way the Constitution 
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points out? The assertion that they "earnestly seek" is completely negatived by the omission.  
This, then, is the position in which we stand. A small majority of the citizens of one State in the Union have 

elected delegates to a State convention; that convention has ordained that all the revenue laws of the United 
States must be repealed, or that they are no longer a member of the Union. The governor of that State has 
recommended to the legislature the raising of an army to carry the secession into effect, and that he may be 
empowered to give clearances to vessels in the name of the State. No act of violent opposition to the laws has 
yet been committed, but such a state of things is hourly apprehended, and it is the intent of this instrument to 
PROCLAIM, not only that the duty imposed on me by the Constitution, '` to take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed," shall be performed to the extent of the powers already vested in me by law or of such others as the 
wisdom of Congress shall devise and Entrust to me for that purpose; but to warn the citizens of South Carolina, 
who have been deluded into an opposition to the laws, of the danger they will incur by obedience to the illegal 
and disorganizing ordinance of the convention-to exhort those who have refused to support it to persevere in 
their determination to uphold the Constitution and laws of their country, and to point out to all the perilous 
situation into which the good people of that State have been led, and that the course they are urged to pursue is 
one of ruin and disgrace to the very State whose rights they affect to support.  

Fellow-citizens of my native State ! let me not only admonish you, as the first magistrate of our common 
country, not to incur the penalty of its laws, but use the influence that a father would over his children whom he 
saw rushing to a certain ruin. In that paternal language, with that paternal feeling, let me tell you, my 
countrymen, that you are deluded by men who are either deceived themselves or wish to deceive you. Mark 
under what pretenses you have been led on to the brink of insurrection and treason on which you stand! First a 
diminution of the value of our staple commodity, lowered by over-production in other quarters and the 
consequent diminution in the value of your lands, were the sole effect of the tariff laws. The effect of those laws 
was confessedly injurious, but the evil was greatly exaggerated by the unfounded theory you were taught to 
believe, that its burdens were in proportion to your exports, not to your consumption of imported articles. Your 
pride was aroused by the assertions that a submission to these laws was a state of vassalage, and that resistance 
to them was equal, in patriotic merit, to the opposition our fathers offered to the oppressive laws of Great 
Britain. You were told that this opposition might be peaceably-might be constitutionally made-that you might 
enjoy all the advantages of the Union and bear none of its burdens. Eloquent appeals to your passions, to your 
State pride, to your native courage, to your sense of real injury, were used to prepare you for the period when 
the mask which concealed the hideous features of DISUNION should be taken off. It fell, and you were made 
to look with complacency on objects which not long since you would have regarded with horror. Look back to 
the arts which have brought you to this state-look forward to the consequences to which it must inevitably lead! 
Look back to what was first told you as an inducement to enter into this dangerous course. The great political 
truth was repeated to you that you had the revolutionary right of resisting all laws that were palpably 
unconstitutional and intolerably oppressive-it was added that the right to nullify a law rested on the same 
principle, but that it was a peaceable remedy! This character which was given to it, made you receive with too 
much confidence the assertions that were made of the unconstitutionality of the law and its oppressive effects. 
Mark, my fellow-citizens, that by the admission of your leaders the unconstitutionality must be palpable, or it 
will not justify either resistance or nullification ! What is the meaning of the word palpable in the sense in 
which it is here used? that which is apparent to everyone, that which no man of ordinary intellect will fail to 
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perceive. Is the unconstitutionality of these laws of that description? Let those among your leaders who once 
approved and advocated the principles of protective duties, answer the question; and let them choose whether 
they will be considered as incapable, then, of perceiving that which must have been apparent to every man of 
common understanding, or as imposing upon your confidence and endeavoring to mislead you now. In either 
case, they are unsafe guides in the perilous path they urge you to tread. Ponder well on this circumstance, and 
you will know how to appreciate the exaggerated language they address to you. They are not champions of 
liberty emulating the fame of our Revolutionary fathers, nor are you an oppressed people, contending, as they 
repeat to you, against worse than colonial vassalage. You are free members of a flourishing and happy Union. 
There is no settled design to oppress you. You have, indeed, felt the unequal operation of laws which may have 
been unwisely, not unconstitutionally passed; but that inequality must necessarily be removed. At the very 
moment when you were madly urged on to the unfortunate course you have begun, a change in public opinion 
has commenced. The nearly approaching payment of the public debt, and the consequent necessity of a 
diminution of duties, had already caused a considerable reduction, and that, too, on some articles of general 
consumption in your State. The importance of this change was underrated, and you were authoritatively told 
that no further alleviation of your burdens was to be expected, at the very time when the condition of the 
country imperiously demanded such a modification of the duties as should reduce them to a just and equitable 
scale. But as apprehensive of the effect of this change in allaying your discontents, you were precipitated into 
the fearful state in which you now find yourselves.  

I have urged you to look back to the means that were used to burly you on to the position you have now 
assumed, and forward to the consequences they will produce. Something more is necessary. Contemplate the 
condition of that country of which you still form an important part; consider its government uniting in one bond 
of common interest and general protection so many different States-giving to all their inhabitants the proud title 
of AMERICAN CITIZEN-protecting their commerce-securing their literature and arts-facilitating their 
intercommunication--defending their frontiers-and making their name respected in the remotest parts of the 
earth! Consider the extent of its territory its increasing and happy population, its advance in arts, which render 
life agreeable, and the sciences which elevate the mind! See education spreading the lights of religion, morality, 
and general information into every cottage in this wide extent of our Territories and States! Behold it as the 
asylum where the wretched and the oppressed find a refuge and support! Look on this picture of happiness and 
honor, and say, WE TOO, ARE CITIZENS OF AMERICA--Carolina is one of these proud States her arms 
have defended-her best blood has cemented this happy Union! And then add, if you can, without horror and 
remorse this happy Union we will dissolve-this picture of peace and prosperity we will deface-this free 
intercourse we will interrupt- these fertile fields we will deluge with blood-the protection of that glorious flag 
we renounce-the very name of Americans we discard. And for what, mistaken men! For what do you throw 
away these inestimable blessings-for what would you exchange your share in the advantages and honor of the 
Union? For the dream of a separate independence-a dream interrupted by bloody conflicts with your neighbors, 
and a vile dependence on a foreign power. If your leaders could succeed in establishing a separation, what 
would be your situation? Are you united at home-are you free from the apprehension of civil discord, with all 
its fearful consequences? Do our neighboring republics, every day suffering some new revolution or contending 
with some new insurrection- do they excite your envy? But the dictates of a high duty oblige me solemnly to 
announce that you cannot succeed. The laws of the United States must be executed. I have no discretionary 
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power on the subject-my duty is emphatically pronounced in the Constitution. Those who told you that you 
might peaceably prevent their execution, deceived you-they could not have been deceived themselves. They 
know that a forcible opposition could alone prevent the execution of the laws, and they know that such 
opposition must be repelled. Their object is disunion, hut be not deceived by names; disunion, by armed force, 
is TREASON. Are you really ready to incur its guilt? If you are, on the head of the instigators of the act be the 
dreadful consequences-on their heads be the dishonor, but on yours may fall the punishment-on your unhappy 
State will inevitably fall all the evils of the conflict you force upon the government of your country. It cannot 
accede to the mad project of disunion, of which you would be the first victims-its first magistrate cannot, if he 
would, avoid the performance of his duty-the consequence must be fearful for you, distressing to your fellow-
citizens here, and to the friends of good government throughout the world. Its enemies have beheld our 
prosperity with a vexation they could not conceal--it was a standing refutation of their slavish doctrines, and 
they will point to our discord with the triumph of malignant joy. It is yet in your power to disappoint them. 
There is yet time to show that the descendants of the Pinckneys, the Sumpters, the Rutledges, and of the 
thousand other names which adorn the pages of your Revolutionary history, will not abandon that Union to 
support which so many of them fought and bled and died. I adjure you, as you honor their memory--as you love 
the cause of freedom, to which they dedicated their lives--as you prize the peace of your country, the lives of its 
best citizens, and your own fair fame, to retrace your steps. Snatch from the archives of your State the 
disorganizing edict of its convention-hid its members to re-assemble and promulgate the decided expressions of 
your will to remain in the path which alone can conduct you to safety, prosperity, and honor-tell them that 
compared to disunion, all other evils are light, because that brings with it an accumulation of all-declare that 
you will never take the field unless the star-spangled banner of your country shall float over you--that you will 
not be stigmatized when dead, and dishonored and scorned while you live, as the authors of the first attack on 
the Constitution of your country!-its destroyers you cannot be. You may disturb its peace-you may interrupt the 
course of its prosperity-you may cloud its reputation for stability- but its tranquillity will be restored, its 
prosperity will return, and the stain upon its national character will be transferred and remain an eternal blot on 
the memory of those who caused the disorder.  

Fellow-citizens of the United States! the threat of unhallowed disunion-the names of those, once respected, 
by whom it is uttered--the array of military force to support it-denote the approach of a crisis in our affairs on 
which the continuance of our unexampled prosperity, our political existence, and perhaps that of all free 
governments, may depend. The conjuncture demanded a free, a full, and explicit enunciation, not only of my 
intentions, but of my principles of action, and as the claim was asserted of a right by a State to annul the laws of 
the Union, and even to secede from it at pleasure, a frank exposition of my opinions in relation to the origin and 
form of our government, and the construction I give to the instrument by which it was created, seemed to be 
proper. Having the fullest confidence in the justness of the legal and constitutional opinion of my duties which 
has been expressed, I rely with equal confidence on your undivided support in my determination to execute the 
laws-to preserve the Union by all constitutional means-to arrest, if possible, by moderate but firm measures, the 
necessity of a recourse to force; and, if it be the will of Heaven that the recurrence of its primeval curse on man 
for the shedding of a brother's blood should fall upon our land, that it be not called down by any offensive act 
on the part of the United States.  

Fellow-citizens! the momentous case is before you. On your undivided support of your government 
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depends the decision of the great question it involves, whether your sacred Union will be preserved, and the 
blessing it secures to us as one people shall be perpetuated. No one can doubt that the unanimity with which 
that decision will be expressed, will he such as to inspire new confidence in republican institutions, and that the 
prudence, the wisdom, and the courage which it will bring to their defense, will transmit them unimpaired and 
invigorated to our children.  

May the Great Ruler of nations grant that the signal blessings with which he has favored ours may not, by 
the madness of party or personal ambition, be disregarded and lost, and may His wise providence bring those 
who have produced this crisis to see the folly, before they feel the misery, of civil strife, and inspire a returning 
veneration for that Union which, if we may dare to penetrate his designs, he has chosen, as the only means of 
attaining the high destinies to which we may reasonably aspire.  

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed, having signed the 
same with my hand.  

Done at the City of Washington, this 10th day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two, and of the independence of the United States the fifty-seventh.  

ANDREW JACKSON.  
By the President  
EDW. LIVINGSTON, Secretary of State.  

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jack01.asp 

(Continued from page 23) 

Columbia, the local women held a bazaar which had taken weeks of planning.  The state capitol was given over 
to the affair, and booths representing each of the confederate states were laden with contributions from 
generous persons. ‘To go there,’ wrote young Emma LeConte, ‘one would scarce believe it was war times, [for] 
the tables were loaded with fancy articles-brought through the blockade, or manufactured by the ladies.’ The 
prices were indicative of the inflation of the period, and Miss LeConte wondered that anyone but speculators 
could afford to pay from $500 to $2,000 for dolls or $75 for a small cake.  The sponsors had planned for a 
bazaar of two weeks, but because the Federals were nearing the city it closed after two days.” 
 

 
Yours in history……. Andrea M. Evans-Wolfe 

President, Louisa McCord Chapter OCR & South Carolina Society OCR 
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 A new campaign has been inaugurated, how it will end God only knows.  We have been compelled to 
give up much of our country at this point.  It has cost the enemy much.  At other points we have been 
successful.  I am not discouraged, though there is some discontent in the Army.  Oh God, how long will this 
cruel war last.  My heart yearns for the society of home.  I count each day and ask when will the last come?  
Poor weak human nature is ready to complain and say my burden is too heavy.  Cease thy murmuring, God is 
wise and good.  He doeth all things well.  Health is yet mine.  Through many dangers I have been led, have just 
escaped death time and again.  It seems that I have led a charmed life.  God be praised for his goodness.  I see 
around me much distress and my heart sickens at the destruction of life and property on every hand, in the army 
and out of it.  I see grey hairs and helpless infancy driven from home, penniless almost friendless.  I see the 
strong men cut down without a moment’s warning, or left a cripple for life.  I see the poor soldier as he toils on, 
sustained by the hope of better days and by the love he bears for those far away.  I saw but yesterday the 
Captain commanding his regiment barefoot.  Such men will not be conquered.  I cannot give the history of this 
campaign language to describe its suffering.  It has been long and bloody, many of our noblest have fallen.  
‘Requiescant in pace.’  They live in our hearts. 
 
 Thomas Deavenport returned to the parish ministry after the war. He joined the Tennessee Conference 
in 1865 and then transferred to the North Alabama Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in 
1870. For the next 18 years he served churches in Jacksonville, Birmingham, Tuscumbia, and Anniston. 
Described as a man “small of stature, sinewy, nervously constructed, and richly endowed with the power of 
endurance,” he was also remembered as a brave soldier and a spiritual preacher.   He died in 1888 at the age of 
53 while serving, appropriately perhaps, as pastor of the Warrior Church in the Gadsden District of the North 
Alabama Conference. He was buried in Birmingham. 
 
Selected from The Spirit Divided: Memoirs of Civil War Chaplains—The Confederacy  by John W. Brinsfield, 
published by Mercer University Press, 2005. 
 

1. The unpublished diary of Thomas H. Deavenport (1835-1888) is in the Tennessee State Library and 
Archives in Nashville, Tennessee. A partial service record for Thomas H. Davenport, 3rd Tennessee 
Infantry, may be found in the National Archives Compiled Service Records of Confederate and General 
Staff Officers, microfilm M331, CW 0998 at the South Carolina State Archives in Columbia. 

2. Commanding the 3rd Tennessee Regiment when he was killed at Jonesboro GA.  
3. The West Point Railroad that ran from Atlanta to West Point, Georgia.  
 

   John W. Brinsfield 
Chaplain Corps Historian 

US Army Chaplain Center and School 
10100 Lee Rd 

Ft. Jackson, SC 29207 
john.brinsfield@jackson.army.mil 
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ETOWAH 1620 CHAPTER UDC 
 

 The Alabama Division United Daughters of the Confederacy One Hundred Fifteenth Annual 
Convention  was held September 16-18 at the recently  renovated Guntersville Park Lodge. The lodge 
rests high on a bluff overlooking the broadening of the Tennessee River into Lake Guntersville, 
created by a TVA dam. The view was spectacular and the trees were all in autumn colors, perfect  for  
the Convention. 
 
 Hats were  the hot item for style, little hats, big hats, hats with frills,  ribbons, and feathers. It 
was  time to vote for new officers for the Alabama Division, and excitement was in the air. Carolyn 
Parrish, Judy Franklin, Linda Wimpee, Susan Boden, Hazel Oliver, Artie Morgan, and Virginia Davis 
were  there representing the Etowah 1620 Chapter from Gadsden. 
 
 There were meetings all three days of the Convention. Registration started after breakfast.   
Friday night was the Presidents’ Evening Banquet in the Goldenrod Room. The Granddaughter’s Club 
met in the Pinecrest II Room. Granddaughter’s Club members at convention were Hazel Oliver, 
Carolyn Parrish, Judy Franklin, Linda Wimpee, and Artie Morgan.  The major business activity on 
Saturday was the election of Alabama Division Officers. Carolyn Parrish of Etowah Chapter 1620 
Gadsden was elected as our new  Treasurer. Saturday night was the Historical Evening in the 
Goldenrod Room. Everyone had a great time at the Convention and walked away with new  friends 
from all over the State of 
Alabama. 
 
 Hazel Oliver is  an 
Honorary Life President of the 
Alabama Division of United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 
She has been a member of the 
United Daughters of the 
Confederacy for 72 years. Her 
certificate date is July 8, 1938.  
Prior to that date she was a 
member of The Children of 
Confederacy. Hazel  Oliver  is 
an inspiration for all of us in 
the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 
 
 Etowah Chapter 1620 
of Gadsden also elected new 
officers.  They are President Judy Franklin, Vice President Carolyn Parrish, 2nd V. President Hazel 
Oliver, 3rd V. President Susan Bolden, Treasurer Linda Wimpee, Recording Secretary Elizabeth 
Kramer, Registrar Sherry Clayton, Chaplain Amber Hancock, Historian Virginia Davis, Patriotic Act 
Sherry Clayton, Scrapbook Susan Borden, Telephone Victoria Reagan, Parliamentarian Carolyn 
Parrish, Honor to Chapter Hazel Oliver. 

Ms. Hazel Oliver (left) and Louisa McCord member Linda Wimpee (right) 
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Continuing Our Heritage  
Volume II  

 
Is currently accepting recipes. This is our main 2010 fundraiser. 

See Andrea at the next meeting or email your recipes in Word format to: 
OCR@15thregtscvols.org. 

 
Volume I-Our Heritage-is still available by request only. 

$15 each plus $3 S&H 
(Save the shipping and handling by picking them up at the Camp meeting) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 5 t h  R e g i m e n t a l  R e p o r t  

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

October 28th  Camp Meeting 
 
November 15th  MOS&B Meeting 
 
November 18th  Camp Meeting 
 
December   5th  UDC Memorial 
    Service 
 
December 11th  Camp Christmas 
    Gala 

 



 

Newsletter Editor 
15th Regiment South Carolina Volunteers 
130 Upper Loop Way 
Columbia, South Carolina 29212 
Email: SC_15th_Regiment@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

GOD 
And My Country 

 
15th Regiment 
South Carolina 

Volunteers 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
we will submit the vindication of the 
cause for which we fought. To your 
strength will be given the defense of the 
Confederate soldier’s good name, the 
guardianship of his history, the emula-
tion of his virtues, the perpetuation of 
those principles he loved and which 
made him glorious and which you also 
cherish. Remember, it is your duty to see 
that the true history of the South is pre-
sented to future generations.” 
 

Stephen D. Lee   
The 15th Regimental Report is a monthly publication of the Lexington, 

South Carolina Sons of Confederate Veterans Camp 51.   

 

«AddressBlock» 

Next Camp Meeting 
Thursday October 28th,  

6:30 PM 
Lizard's Thicket 

4616 Augusta Road 
Lexington 

Date 2010Speakers & Topic 

May 27th Nita Keisler - UDC 
UDC Military Service Awards  

June 24th J.R. Fennell – Lexington Museum 
Gen. Paul Quattlebaum and Elijah Hall, Rifle Makers  

July 29th Eric Emerson – SCDAH 
Wartime letters of William Porcher DuBose  

August 26th 
Allen Stokes – USC 

Twilight on the South Carolina Rice Fields Letters of the 
Heyward Family, 1862–1871  

September 30th Wade Hampton Dorsey 
 The Confederate Historian  

October  28th Dr. John Brinsfield 
Volunteers Camp and Field Book 

November 18th Dr. Kyle Sinisi – The Citadel  
Douglas Southall Freeman and Robert E. Lee  

December 11th 
John Sherrer – Historic Columbia Foundation  

Antebellum food ways and dining customs of the South 
Carolina Fall Line and Backcountry  


